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(1)

Fiji Murashima “Oda Tokuno (Ikuta Tokuno) : the first Japanese monk and
transforming Buddhism in the late 19" Century Thailand” , Journal of Asia—

Pacific Studies(Waseda University) no.41,March 2021 pp. 1-87
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0Oda Tokuno (f# FI73#E 1860-1911, Ikuta Tokuno A:FHf3HE before February 1891), a
priest of the Shinshu Otani sect of Buddhism, arrived at Bangkok as the first
Japanese student to study Thai Buddhism on 21°" March 1888. His dispatch to
Bangkok was decided suddenly after Phya Bhaskarawongsewszanmansasd (1849-1920)
and Japanese leading 3 monks exchanged their views on Buddhism at Rokumeikan,

Tokyo on 10-11 February 1888. Phya Bhaskarawongse was sent to Tokyo by King



Chualongkorn as the ambassador to exchange the instruments of ratification of
the Declaration of Amity and Commerce. Not only was he the best intellectual
of Siam at that period, he was familiar with Thai Buddhism and European Buddhist

studies.

In 1878 Phya Bhaskarawongse compiled and published ﬁiiuauﬂrnéﬂﬂau

( Thammawinayanusasana , Handbook for Buddhist Beginners) , probably the first

printed handbook of Thai Buddhism.

During the time of Tokuno’s stay in Siam, there were no Buddhist schools
established and very few published books on Buddhism. Buddhist canons were
still written in palm leaf in Khmer script. The King’s project of publishing
Tripitaka in Thai script just started. Phra Wajirayan Bhikkhu (later King Rama
IV) devised Ariyaka alphabetanusasans to write Pali text, however it was used

only by a small number of Thamayut monks and did not spread widely. Phra

Sasanasophon wszsaulanm (Sa Pussathewo &n qaaLﬂTQ, 1813-1900, the abbot of Wat

Rachapradit since 1865, The Supreme Patriarch of Thai Sangha from 1893 to 1900) |,
a high disciple of Phra Wajirayan Bhikkhu, devised the method of writing Pali

texts in Thai script and published a book,Nﬂﬁnﬁﬂﬁ%gﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁhﬂiag( Siamese

orthography for Magadha (Pali) language) in 1869/70 at the publisher in front
of Wat Rachapradit , probably the first Thai book published by Thai publisher.

Both authors of early printed Thai Buddhist books, Rev. Phra Sasanasophon
and Phya Bhaskarawongse played important roles in the King Chulalongkorn’s
project to publish Tripitaka in Thai script which started on 22nd Dec. 1887 by
the King’s address and completed in October 1893.

Oda Tokuno returned to Japan 3 years before printed Tripitaka appeared.

In Siam , Tokuno learned Thai language first at Phra Tamnak Suankularb
School in the grand palace. At the same time he endeavored to read the Modern

Buddhist by Henry Alabaster (1836-1884) comparing with a Thai book “Nangsu
Sadaeng Kitchanukjf’(Mﬁ%ﬁﬂuﬁmdﬁQQﬁqﬁq) lithographically printed on 21

Nov. 1867 by Chaophraya Thiphakorawong (1813-1870) . As the Modern Buddhist was
a partial English translation of “Nangsu Sadaeng Kitchanukit”’, this comparison

was helpful for Tokuno to understand Thai Buddhism.



After returned to Kobe, Japan on 17" July 1890, Oda Tokunou wrote a Japanese
book on Situations of Buddhism in Siam CEREILZENE Shamu Bukkyo Jijo) in
February 1891. It is most systematically written Japanese introduction of Thai
Buddhist until today. Its only shortcoming is to idealize and describe the
state of Thai Buddhism more than reality. The reason is probably because he
did not ordain as a Theravada monk and were not familiar with real lives and
practice of monks in Thai monasteries

Phya Bhaskarawongse offered Tokuno to ordain in Thammayut order by his
patronage. However Tokuno declined it and did not return to Bangkok again.

He belonged to Rev. Kaien Atsumi’s faction in Otani sect and struggled with
Ishikawa Shuntai’s faction fiercely. He was ousted from Otani sect under
Ishikawa administration in November 1898, but restored monkhood status in April
1901.

He was the leading member to organize the East Asia Buddhist Association in
January 1901. In February 1902 he visited India with the purpose to organize
an oriental religion conference in Kyoto in spring 1903. But his initiative
ended fruitless.

Tokuno devoted most of his latter life to compile A Great Dictionary of
Buddhism (ULEREEM Bukkyo Daijiten), which was published in January 1917,

five years later after his death.

(2)

Eiji Murashima “Theravada Buddhist networks and the failure of Shaku Soen’s
Bhikkhu ordination in Thai Dhammayut Order (July 1889)” Journal of Asia—Pacific
Studies Waseda University), no. 44 March 2022, pp. 1-50.

IR TeAf vy« % AR DOLERF EREEHD ¥~y MR EHZE O BERK
(18894E T A) | [7V7ARFHRIZED 44 5. 2022483 A,

Shaku Soen (FRIE. 1860-1919) is famous for introducing Zen to the West along

with his disciple D.T. Suzuki. Soen in his young age visited Galle, Ceylon, in
April 1887, where he was ordained as Samanera and learned the Pali language
from Kodagoda Pannasekhara under the patronage of Edmund Rowland .

Gooneratne (1845-1914).
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Disenchanted with Buddhism in the Western colonies, Soen turned to the “genuine
Buddhism” of independent Siam, where the king was a patron of Buddhism,
especially the Dhammayut Order.

In July 1889, he came to Bangkok from Ceylon, almost penniless, to be ordained
fully as Bhikkhu in the Dhammayut Order. However Prince Vajirananavarorasa
(Wachirayana Warorot, 1860-1921), the Vice President of the Dhammayut Order
dismissed Soen coldly. He did not give Soen the opportunity to be ordained in
the Dhammayut Order.

Why did Soen want to choose the Dhammayut Order in Siam? Where did he get
the knowledge of the Dhammayut? Soen himself did not say anything about these
points.

In fact, his aspiration to the Dhammayut Order was based on his teachers,

Kodagoda  Pannasekhara (wsziﬁyanﬂmi) and Bulatgama  Sumana (Bulatgama
Sumanatissa,wizfagunsaaaz).

Bulatgama Sumana , a close friend of King Mongkut (Founder of Dhammayut
Order) was the central leader of the Buddhist revival movement in Ceylon in
the mid-19th century. Bulatgama Sumana and Kodagoda Pannasekhara visited Siam
in May —June 1886 with the far-reaching intention of reforming and reviving
Buddhism in order to unify the divided Ceylonese Buddhist communities by
introducing the Dhammayut Order under the patronage of the King of Siam.

Bulatgama Sumana was ordained as a monk of the Dhammayut Order in a boat on
the Chao Phraya River on the night of June 5, 1886.

They received a promise of support from King Chulalongkorn, and was also
authorized to be the sole contact persons for the introduction of the Dhammayut
Order in Ceylon. Vajirananavarorasa ,the Vice President of the the Dhammayut
Order agreed that all those who wished to enter the Siamese Dhammayut Order
from Ceylon must have a letter of introduction from Bulatgama Sumana or Kodagoda
Pannasekhara.

In accordance with the agreement, Soen came to Thailand with a letter of
introduction from Kodagoda Pannasekhara. Therefore His visit to Siam should
have been welcomed and not expected to be treated unkindly.

This paper is the first academic one to reveal the existence of the agreement
in 1886 between Bulatgama Sumana, Kodagoda Pannasekhara as one party and King
Chulalongkorn, Vajirananavarorasa as other party depending on Thai materials;

The Journal of the Fifth King’s Royal Events, Part 21 AAUNELAANTETITNATIETY man

10
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o published in 1946 and the unpublished diary of Prince Sommotiiuinsiaduaasnsu
WIZANNADNTNUS. (Aol UAT).

In Anne M. Blackburn's Locations of Buddhism :@ colonialism and modernity in
Sri Lanka (University of Chicago Press, 2010), she examines the modern
interactions between Ceylon and the Theravada Buddhist countries in Southeast
Asia with the cooperation of Craig Reynolds, an expert in the history of modern
Thai Buddhism, but she has completely overlooked these facts

Bulatgama Sumana is generally believed to have been born in 1795, but
according to Thai sources he was 74 vyears old and the period of

ordination (Buddhist Lent) was 53 years in June 1886.

(3)

Eiji Murashima “Inagaki Manjiro and Ishikawa Shuntai’s attempts to form cross—
border Buddhist unity based on sacred relics: Piprahwa Buddha bones sent from
Siam to Japan (1898-1900)” Journal of Asia—Pacific StudiesWaseda
University), no. 43, Feb. 2022, pp. 215-257

MIRZEYE [FEETRER & A)FE O EEACR 2 IABEOHGEER . © 77 VILED
ZARBAND BAEIET (1898—1900) | 77 KEHERZE] 43 5, 20224 2 A

“Authentic” relics of the Buddha have the potentiality to become a common object
of worship and symbol of all Buddhists regardless of Theravada, Mahayana or
Tibetan Buddhism.

The Buddha relics excavated in Piprahwa in India in January 1898 were offered
by the British India Government to King Chulalongkorn, the sole existing
Buddhist monarch. He did not accept them immediately, doing so only after
careful consideration.

The King distributed a portion of the relics to Russian Buddhists in August
1899, and then to Burmese and Ceylonese monks on 9 January 1900.

Inagaki Manjiro, a devout Zen Buddhist and the first Japanese Minister in
Siam, fully understood the importance of the relics for forming a unity of the
different Buddhists both in Japan and Asia. Without any instructions from
Foreign Minister Aoki Shuzo in Tokyo, Inagaki petitioned the King requesting a
portion of the relics for the Japanese. Ishikawa Shuntai, the top administrator

of the Otani sect of Shin Buddhism, responded favorably to Inagaki’s proposal.

11
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Ishikawa envisioned including the relics in his own magnificent plan to build
a world Buddhist center in front of the Imperial Palace in Tokyo.

A Japanese Buddhist mission (chief representative: Otani Koen of the Otani
sect) had an audience with King Chulalongkorn on 14 June 1900 and received the
relics the next day from Chaophraya Pasakorawong, Minister of Public
Instruction.

Ishikawa asked the Thai government to send some Thai monks for the ceremony
to lay the cornerstone of his world Buddhist center in Tokyo. However the Thai
government did not cooperate because they were not so enthusiastic about

Buddhist unity as were Ishikawa and Inagaki.

(4)

Eiji Murashima “Japanese Buddhist Preachers’ Journeys from South China to Siam:
Continuity of Propagation of Buddhism by Japanese Monks in China and Thailand
in the early 20 century”, Journal of Asia—Pacific Studies(Waseda University)
no. 42, Oct. 2021, pp. 39-106.

FIRZEIE [FTE A AMABARECE D ¥ LAEEFREIEM - 20 HACHBHOPE - #1128
T 5 B ARLBAR B D@ L AAEHERIE] [7 7 KEHERTE] 42 5. 2021510 A

Both Higashi Honganji (Otani) sect and Nishi Honganji sect of Shin Buddhism
in Japan started to send their preachers to the interior of south China in the
late 1890s. By getting the announcement of permission by local authorities in
Fujian province, both sects of preachers hired the local Chinese as
directors (8%) to persuade Chinese inhabitants to participate in their sects.
Accordingly they succeed in increasing the number of Chinese participants
rapidly. However the main purpose of Chinese participants who were living in
unstable and disorder areas, was not faith in Japanese Buddhism, but the
expectation of protection by Japanese preachers and Japanese government. They
paid large sums of money to Japanese preachers and Chinese directors in order
to become members.

In the late year of 1904, Chinese central government started to suppress
Japanese Buddhist preachers in the inner south China in the midst of burgeoning

Chinese nationalism. Japanese preachers faced difficulties.

12
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Some of them, such as Takeda Ekyo B HEZ of Otani sect in Amoy (Xiamen) ,
Miyamoto Eiryu EAZEZE of Nishi Honganji sect in Swatow (Shantou) moved to
Siam in 1907 in search of overseas Chinese who were immigrants from south
China. Siamese Minister of Interior, Prince Damrog declined to write a letter
of introduction to 1local authorities, but allowed Japanese Buddhist
propagation by citing the freedom of religion in Siam. Japanese preachers
used the same method employed in south China to propagate Japanese Buddhism.
They hired the local Chinese directors and advertised Japanese protection as
selling point to persuade overseas Chinese, who have no one to rely on in Siam.
They succeeded to gain a large number of participants and to collect a good
amount of cash.

These Japanese activities were known to King Chulalongkorn (Rama V) in
February 1908. He ordered to extinguish Japanese Buddhist propagation as he
was suspicious that the Japanese would gain the support of oversea Chinese
contrary to Siamese interest. Within one year and half Japanese Buddhist

propagation in Siam was exterminated.

(5)

Eiji Murashima “Historical Facts Concerning the Interrogation of Khruba
Srivichai in Bangkok in 1920” Journal of Asia—Pacific Studies(Waseda

University) no.42,0ct. 2021, pp. 21-37.

FHUESYE TIE XA DB Y A~ J)L—r— o T —1 ¢ F 2 A D 1920 LEN 21 7 i
HUEOREEZD - T [T V7RKENERZR] 42 5. 2021 410 A

Khruba Srivichai (11 June 1878-21 February 1939) was a legendary monk in Lanna
Thai. Both Thai and foreign scholars have studied his life. Among them, the
works of Katherine A. Bowie are eminent.

In most of her works on Khruba Srivichai, she has relied only on articles from
one English-language newspaper, the Bangkok Times, as her main sources. She
connects directly such general information in the newspaper’s articles with the
particular and individual events of Srivichai. For example, in “Of Buddhism

and Militarism in Northern Thailand: Solving the Puzzle of the Saint Khruubaa

13
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Srivichai”, Journal of Asian Studies, Vol.73 No.3, August 2014, she says the
enforcement of the Military Conscription Act caused young men to escape into
Buddhist temples. However she fails to show any concrete cases of young men
who escaped into Srivichai’s temple. It seems that she made her own story
without knowledge of the concrete facts and evidence

Moreover, she mistakenly mixed up King Vajiravudh’s royal coronation ceremony
(Rachapisek, wszsrafsusns1mnean) day and his coronation anniversary
(Chatramongkhon, Susnsnena) day.

Srivichai did not decorate his wat with illuminations and did not beat a gong
on the day of the royal coronation ceremony (Rachapisek) in spite of the order
of the district officer. King Vajiravudh had two coronation ceremonies. The
first one took place on 11 November 1910; the second one was held on 2 December
1911. After 1912, the coronation anniversary (Chatramongkhon) was celebrated
on the 11th of November ever year during his reign.

Srivichiai’s disobedience of the district officer’s order occurred on Rachapisek
day (either in Nov. 1910 or Dec. 1911) as is mentioned in the original Thai
statement of Sangha (uaasnisalanuzaexiThal aengkan Khanasong, Vol. 8
no. 5, Aug. , 1920, p. 175). However Bowie understood incorrectly that it occurred
on a Chatramongkhon day, that it was on “King Rama VI’s coronation anniversary”
around 1919 (the above mentioned Bowie paper, pp.716-717). Therefore she says,
“Srivichai appears to have first run afoul of officialdom in about 1915; this
date corresponds closely with the period in which these two acts [the Ordination
Act of 1913 and the enforcement of Militarily Conscription Act in Monthon
Phayab in April 1914] were being implemented.” (ibid., p.714). She completely
misunderstood the chronological order of events

Confrontation between Srivichai and local officialdom had occurred by December
1911 at the latest, not as late as around 1915 as she argued.

In addition she says that the 1902 Sangha Act “was not enforced in Monthon
Phayab — as these northern provinces were then called — until 1924.” (ibid.,
p. 713). However, plenty of evidence exists to support that the Sangha Act was
enforced in northern Siam in the 1910s. The official proclamation of enforcement
of the Act in northern Siam on 6 September 1924 was made only after the
implementation was completed.

In the last part of this paper, I will confirm Khruba Srivichai’s date of death
as 21 February 1939 relying on Chinese, Thai and English—language newspaper

articles that reported on his demise.
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